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How Would YOU Balance the Budget?

he development of critical thinking

skills is an essential part of the
philosophy of The Anacapa School.
Critical thinking i1s emphasized not only in
our classes but also in our annual Synthesis
Unit. In fact, the three-day Synthesis Unit
is our premier tool for developing critical
thinking skills.

Each of our Synthesis Units over the
past 29 years has been designed to provide
students  with  unique  opportunities
to explore in depth a topic outside the
regular curriculum. During these annual
units, as many as eighteen expert speakers
make individual 45-minute presentations
on different aspects of the chosen topic.
Speakers hold Q-and-A sessions at the
conclusion of their talk, and students are
encouraged to ask questions to further
their understanding, After each Synthesis
Unit, students  produce  “products”
designed to “synthesize™ the information
learned during the presentations,

The topic for the 2011 Synthesis Unit
was How Would YOU Balance the Budger?
Special thanks to all of our speakers for
their extraordinary presentations on this
timely and consequential topic.

After the presentations, students
were grouped into four commissions for
their final Synthesis Unit product. Each
group focused on a different level of
EI:I‘."LT[!”]L'IH:

* Federal

+ California State

+ Santa Barbara County

+ City of Santa Barbara.

Each commission produced a report
that outlined the problems, recommended
solutions, and possible  unintended
consequences of balancing the budget.
Each student commissioner wrote an
individual research paper that investigated
a particular area within his or her assigned
level of government. As a culmination o
the Synthesis Unit, an all-school assembly
was held for each commission to report its
findings to the schoal,

Congratulations toall of our speakers,
students, and faculty for making
How Would YOU Balance the Budget?
such a successful educational experience,

Gordon Sichi
Founding Headmaster

FOUMDED [N 1981

LOWER SCHIOCH
GHADES 7-8

tANACAPA SCHOOL

UPPER SCHOCO!
GRAES 812

Fhe Anacapa Schoal i an fndependent, co-ed college preparatorey school for grades 712,

Adike Srokier, Fovsner Connty Supervizar and
Amernbly Camdidate, 350h Desdrict

§14 Santa Barbara Street = 965-0228 * www.anacapaschool.org

Eric Sowupuiist, Chief Firamod Officer,
L Santa Barbua Foumdictiom

State off thar Staater Wiharre Wobe re aavasd Whiene Wie Mead i oo Clalifirrreiss Bascdpt O anrid thae Prosp 13 Teeter- Tanner

Pﬂpuhm'ﬂm arad the Forial .'-iqrﬂ:u' v

W, Fillesy Arowerlee, P L
Profeisor Emeritng, Himory, LCSH
Shipasld Wi Ralse Tives? I So, Mowd
And Wha Shald Pay?

Ermity A Lot First Livatenant. Dty
Elighe Covrmanites, Firumcal Amalyads
Flght; and Lorrettae Haymes-Dosglie,

Sovphaiiy AR, !lilrJJ,u'erqu W,
Warderhery A Foree Bitse
Vintbermbvry A Forer Base? Foussioasd Affair

Fraark Machaehem,
Bamkrirpicy A thormey,
Mactindvsrr, Samr o MoeFracfiom

Bilange Dusabger or Biust

Acrivanss Mlemsbocnr, Awociuge Suire Dhrvios
AR Califoreie
Frovevting Yiner Economic Futurs
An Interpeneratiorin] Perspective

- N

Dy Mewrton, Fhy LR, Frofoser,

Encrrpreneurinl Fimangy amg Mamimest,
Wesdpmoand Callepe

Tods Crenrioes Flonw e Rioallfy Weorks i

Why Garvprmtaenf Doesine T Lbnileratarsd

-

Srewe Thamas and Hexther Beyden,

Sierrtu Bardssrn Tha Party
Girining It Righe



